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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
12:00-1:00 pm EDT, August 14, 2026
	Member, position
	Present?
	Proxy 

	Officers
	

	Theresa Cutler, chair
	Y
	

	Brittany Willamson, vice-chair
	Y
	

	Ben Martin, treasurer 
	Y
	

	Mac Cook, secretary
	Y
	

	Andy Prichard, past chair
	Y
	

	Christina Leggett, PDC Chair
	N
	

	Anneli Brackbill, student member
	N
	

	Executive Committee At large Through June 2027

	Dallas Moser
	Y
	

	Shauntay Coleman
	Y
	

	Amy van der Vyver
	Y
	

	Executive Committee At large Through November 2028

	Alicia Salazar-Crockett
	Y
	

	Rae Moser
	Y
	

	James Cole
	Y
	

	Executive Committee At large Through November 2029

	Michael Fendler
	N
	

	Alex Lang
	Y
	

	Amanda (Mandy) Szasz
	Y
	

	Liaison roles

	Student liaison:  Anneli Brackbill
	N
	

	ANS Board liaison: 	
	N
	

	ANS Treasurer: Julie Ezold
	Y
	

	





1. Welcome and roll call 
a. Quorum and proxies 
2. Action responses
3. Officer/ Liaison Reports
a. Chair’s Report (Theresa Cutler)
1. Executive Committee Engagement: 
2. Support for WPNCS and ICNC 2031: 
3. Transition to Annual Meetings: 
4. Next Topical Meeting Planning: 
b. Vice Chair’s Report (Brittany Williamson)
Division Meeting Locations and Timing 
i. Brittany reported the shortlist for the next NTSD meeting location: Boston, Seattle, Salt Lake City, Nashville, and Philadelphia. Boston was noted as expensive, and alternatives are being considered.  
ii. The group is exploring partnerships with other divisions for co-located meetings and will advertise at upcoming PDC and National Program Committee meetings.  
iii. Discussion included shifting the traditional September timing to late spring/early summer to avoid hurricane season and open more options, given the new calendar availability following the cessation of the ANS Summer (former Annual) Meeting. Andy and Brittany noted this could benefit DOE participants.
c. Treasurer’s Report (Ben Martin)
i. Ben presented the proposed 2027 budget, highlighting declining royalties from the Bob Busch book and a projected annual deficit of $2,000–$3,000. The group discussed being more purposeful with student conference support, possibly inviting students to awards dinners instead.  
ii. Ben will send the budget for a formal vote after clarifying topical meeting costs.  
1. Update: The budget was approved on 8/14/2026 following receipt of sufficient votes for approval
d. Secretary’s Report (Mac Cook)
i. Meeting minutes for the July 10 meeting were distributed and approved by the committee on 8/14/2026
e. Student liaison (Anneli Brackbill)
i. Action item for Mac to ensure Anneli is on invite list
f. ANS-8 series standards (Doug Bowen) 
i. Dave Hayes is assuming the role of ANS-8 Chair based on discussion. Action item for Mac to inquire if Dave would like to join EC calls.
4. Committee Reports:
a. Program: Amy Van der Vyver 
i. Amy reported the winter meeting paper review process went well, with new reviewers added but some imbalance in workload. The need for clearer guidance and encouragement for reviewers was discussed, including drafting newsletter content to promote benefits and clarify qualifications.  
ii. Amy and James discussed integrating best paper nominations into the review process and possibly expanding awards to include best presentation and best lightning talk.  
b. Membership: Kristan Wessels 
i. Kristan is seeking a vice chair for the membership committee and invited participation.  
c. Honors and Awards: James Cole 
i. Best Paper Results Discussion: James announced Jessica Fields as the winner of the best paper award
ii. The new online nomination process for division awards was discussed, with submissions due at the end of August. The committee is considering new award categories and criteria.  
d. Scholarship: Julie Ezold
i. Julie is organizing outreach for scholarships opening November 1, encouraging personal referrals and targeting smaller schools. Tracy will advertise the scholarship in their class.  
e. Communications: Katy Worrell 
i. Newsletter - Riley Bulso / Katy Worrell 
ii. Website – Ashley Raster 
f. Education: Michael Fendler  
i. Tracy reported no new updates for the Education Committee, with a focus on the mentorship program.  
g. Special Committee on Outreach to Military, Trades and Operations: Mackenzie Gorham
i. Will potentially be consolidated
h. Young Members subcommittee: Nick Smith 
i. Nick is preparing a newsletter for young members and welcomes contributions.  
i. Nominating: Andy Prichard 
i. Work is ongoing, with suggestions welcome

5. NCS Discourse Group: Dallas reported no changes to the NCS Discourse group and suggested keeping membership approval to prevent spam, with Kristan proposing newsletter promotion. For context, the discussion from the July meeting follows: Developing an online NCS Forum Dallas suggested developing an online forum. He will test a Discourse group and send to select EC members.
a. Discourse sharing: Dallas Moser
i. Discourse invite link: https://ncs.discourse.group/invites/NJha4af9xW
ii. Integration with Division Activities: Theresa suggested sharing the MCNP forum link to build confidence, and Dallas agreed to provide access and consider expanding features, such as email notifications and weekly summaries, if the division commits to the platform.
 MCNP Discourse Forum: https://mcnp.discourse.group/
How to join MCNP forum: https://mcnp.lanl.gov/forum.html		
6. NCSD Exec strategy/ actions/ opportunities
a. Reaching out to NRC regulated organizations (see Action) 
b. Future of ANS Summer meetings/ NCSD Topicals (Andy Prichard)
7. Old/New Business
a. Committee membership
i. Committees with up to date details are: H&A, Young Members, Nominating, Scholarship
ii. Committee opportunities (see list below).  
b. Board of Director Updates
c. Mentoring impact.
9. Follow-up Tasks and Action Items
	Action
	Responsible Party
	Date Raised
	Date Due

	Mentorship Program Promotion: Promulgate mentorship survey at your sites.  
LINK
	Expanded EC Members
	7/10/2026
	ASAP

	Budget: Draft and share budget proposal for next year. Draft budget was presented during meeting with comments on topical meeting costs. Ben to fix and bring to vote.
	Ben M.
	7/10/2026
	Prior to next EC meeting
Completed

	Membership Committee Charter: Reach out to Aubrey to check if a membership committee charter exists and, if not, initiate drafting a new charter. Recruit vice-chair.
	Kristan W.
	7/10/2026
	—

	H&A Website Update: Ensure website links and information are current for honors and awards nomination process
	James C.
	7/10/2026
	—

	Scholarship Committee Outreach: Reach out to Ashley and Chris Perfetti to confirm their continued participation in the scholarship committee
	Julie E.
	7/10/2026
	—

	Scholarship Flyer Creation: Create a flyer or major advertisement for the scholarship and distribute it to student chapters and universities with relevant programs.
	Julie E.
	7/10/2026
	—

	ANS-8 Participation: Inquire with D. Hayes for participation in EC meetings
	Mac C.
	8/14/2026
	Prior to Sept. Meeting

	Newsletter Updates: Follow-up with Katy/Riley on newsletter
	Theresa C.
	8/14/2026
	-

	Student Liaison Invite: Ensure A. Brackbill is on invite list for EC meeting
	Mac C.
	8/14/2026
	Prior to Sept. Meeting




Is there a opportunity to get LfE champions to get more inputs 
Committee Opportunities
· Scholarship: New members
· Bylaws and Rules Committee
· Other: ?
Links 
Home -- Nuclear Criticality Safety Division (ans.org) (NCSD website) 
HTTPS://ncees.org/NuclearPAKS  what should the nuclear PE cover.  Need response by the end of May.
Others in attendance: 
Tracy Stover
Nick Smith
Kermit Bunde
Kristan Wessels
Deb Hill
Lon Paulson
John Miller
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